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Abstract

Aotani(2008) framed a hypothesis that Japanese learners of English tend to regard
Japanese expressions with unmarked adjectives as more transferable to English than
ones with marked adjectives. The aim of this study is to verify the hypothesis by
administering language transferability tests to 164 Japanese learners of English. They

were divided into two groups. Group A were given 20 Japanese expressions which
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contained 4 kinds of unmarked adjectives: ‘fukai’ (deep), ‘hiroi’ (broad), ‘akarui’ (bright),
and ‘tsuyoi’ (strong). Group B were given 20 Japanese expressions which contained 4
kinds of marked adjectives: ‘asai’ (shallow), ‘semai’ (narrow), ‘kurai’ (dark), and ‘yowai’
(weak). They were instructed to make a judgment as to whether the given expressions
could be transferable into English.

According to the comparison of the results between Group A and B, 9 unmarked
expressions out of 20 showed significantly higher transferability scores than the marked
expressions. No marked expressions showed significantly higher transferability scores
than the unmarked expressions. According to critical ratio analysis, 12 unmarked
expressions out of 20 were judged as transferable to English, while only 5 marked
expressions out of 20 were judged as transferable to English.

These results showed some unmarked expressions were regarded as ‘linguistic
universals’ common to other languages, rather than as ‘language specific’. The significance

of applying this finding to the vocabulary learning environment was discussed.
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