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As is suggested by his subtitle, “the memoirs of a most respectable
family,” he is conducting an inquiry into the nature of ‘“respectable
family” as the governing code of the upper and middle classes of
Victorian England, “the most polite, and most intelligent, and best
informed, and best dressed, and most selfish people in the world.”*
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Thomas Newcome, who had been a weaver in his native village,
brought the very best character for honesty, thrift, and ingenuity with
him to London, where he was taken into the house of Hobson Bro-
thers, cloth-factors; afterwards Hobson & Newcome. ¢ a, 17
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When pigtails still grew on the back of the British gentry and
their wives wore cushions on their heads, over which they tied their
own hair..... : when Mr. Washington was heading the American

rebels with a courage..... i, 16
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Mr. Thomas Newcome, afterwards Thomas Newcome Esq., and
sheriff of London, afterwards Alderman Newcome, the founder of the
family whose name has given the title to this history. d, 16)
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Barnes Newcome never missed going to church or dressing for -
dinner. He never kept a tradesman waiting for his money. He seldom
drank too much, and never was late for business, or huddled over his
toilet however brief had been his sleep, or sever his headache. In a
word, he was as scrupulously whited as any sepulchre in the whole
bills of mortality. (I, 104-105)
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“In the city we have no hearts, you know, Colonel.” 1, 185
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“I'd rather Clive were dead than have him such a heartless world-
ing as this.” (I, 104)
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He would believe all and everything a man told him. (11, 188)
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Now this gentleman could no more pardon a lie than he could utter
one. He Woiuld believe all and everything a man told him until de-
ceived once, after which he never forgave. And wrath being once
roused in his simple mind and distrust fixed there, his anger and
prejudices gathered daily. He could see no single good quality in his
opponement; and hated him with a daily increasing bitterness.

(11, 188)
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“... a haughty girl of the highest spirit, resolute and imperious...”
I, 39)
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Hard, selfish, worldly, I own my brother to be, and pray Heaven
to amend him; but dishonest, and to be so maligned by the person
one loves best in the world! This is a hard trial. I pray a proud
heart may be bettered by it. {1, 372)
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WY DLEEDE D, PiklE, S Barnes 0 FIcHhRBBICEZ ELNICR, HHOMEE
HERHIC T B, £ LT, Clive = Colonel 2M¥EFANCEHEITR DB A2 CDHDEHD &,
ANENTEBDOFEZILDND,

“I desire, sir, that six thousand pounds may be given to my cou-
sin,” Miss Newcome said, blushing deeply. “My dear uncle, the best
man in the world, whom I love with all my heart, sir, is in the most
dreadful poverty. (11, 478)
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“And I understand you want this money paid as coming from the
family, and not from Miss Newcome ?” says Mr. Luce.

“Coming from the family — exactly” — answers Miss Newcome.

Mr. Luce rose up from his old chair — his worn-out old horsehair
chair — where he had sat for half a century and listened to many a
speaker very different from this one. “Mr. Pendennis,” he said, “I
envy you your journey along with this young lady. I envy you the
good news you are going to carry to your friends—and, Miss Newcome,
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as I am an old—old gentleman who have known your family these
sixty years, and saw your father in his long-clothes, may I tell you
how heartily and sincerely I—1 love and respect you, my dear ? When
should you wish Mr. Clive Newcome to have his legacy ?” (11, 478)
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LHEFITNDENRZ D TH B, Mr.Luce 1%, Ethel o7 IRAfTECHL, BLEHOSY
T Do 22 UTEthel [ TRFIHNC AL TORRRE &ix 2 oo kD Z OBFlE, RifkL o
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Clive.. ... My lot in life is not brilliant; but I§ will not change it
against that young man’s —no, no with all his chances.

Ethel. What do you mean with all his chances?

Clive. You know very well. I mean I would not be as selfish, or
dull, or as ill-educated —1I won't say worse of him-—not to be as
handsome, or as wealthy, or as noble as he is. I swear I would not
now change my place against his, or give up being Clive Newcome to
be my Lord Marquis of Farintosh, with all his acres and titles of
nobility. (11, 116)
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Little Rosey bloomed in millinery, and was still the smiling little
pet of her father-in-law, and poor Clive, in the midst of all these
splendours, was gaunt, and sad, and silent; listless at most times,
bitter and savage at others, pleased only when he was out of the
society which bored him, and in the company of George and J.J.,
the simple friends of his youth. (11, 322)
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Clive X 2. CTITAvin { TUER B v L L, TOERDBREIZ S b %@‘, Colonel &
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It was touching to see the eagerness and tenderness with which
the great strong man now assumed the guardianship of the child, and
endowed him with his entire wealth of affection. (I1, 500)
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“(a master wolf who) was so cunningly dressed up in sheep’s clo-
thing”
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“That woman grins like a Cheshire cat.”
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Who was the naturalist who first discovered that peculiarity of the

cats in Cheshire?
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“He has inherited that loving heart from his father,”...
“and he is paying over the whole property to his son.” 11, 500)
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